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pointing to a mirror hanging from her breast, "Remember!" And
that was all she said.
After reporting to his father his interview with Ipin, Tsui re-
turned to his own quarters in a daze. He spake to no one and
could hardly bring himself to eat. He kept on humming to himself
a quatrain in which he compared the dancing girl in red to a
fairy goddess on the Isle of Penglai. None of his attendants guessed
the cause of his abstraction.
Finally a Kunlun slave l of the family by the name of Molo
asked him, saying, "What is in your heart that you look so dis-
tressed? Why not confide it to your old slave?"
"What good would it do to confide it to you?" Tsui asked.
"I shall relieve your distress if you will but tell," Molo said.
"Whatever you desire, however far away the object of your desire
may be, I shall enable you to accomplish it."
Impressed by his promise, Tsui told him everything.
"That is a small matter," Mob said after hearing his story, "Why
didn't you tell me earlier instead of distressing yourself about it?"
When Tsui told him of the puzzle that the girl in red had
posed, Molo said, "That is easy to understand. Ipin has ten dancing
girls, each housed in a separate compound. She raised three fingers
to indicate that she lived in the third compound. By turning her
hand three times with her fingers outstretched, she meant to suggest
the number fifteen, in this case the fifteenth of the month. She
confirmed it by pointing to the mirror hanging from her breast,
for on the fifteenth the moon is round like a mirror. What she
tried to tell you, young master, was that you should go to her
when the moon is full."
Tsui was overjoyed and asked his slave how he might get to
his love.
"Day after tomorrow is the fifteenth," Molo said with a smile.
Please give me two bolts of black silk so that I can have a special
costume made for you* The dancers' quarters are guarded by dogs
from the famed kennels of Meng Hai of TsaocBou. They are as
*& is generally agreed that this term indicates an African slave. By itself
Kunlun is the name of the mountain range on China's westernmost frontier.